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ABSTRACT:

India’s vast coastline and advantageous marine location have made maritime smuggling, a

major aspect of transnational organized crime, a serious problem for the country. This essay
examines the complex connection between economic crime and marine smuggling,
emphasizing how smuggling operations reveal underlying weaknesses in India's legal and
economic systems. The study shows the significant effects of major smuggling operations on
revenue loss, trade distortions, and national security by looking at drug trafficking, human
smuggling, counterfeit goods, and the illicit wildlife trade. The study also explores how marine
smuggling might serve as a springboard for the discovery of more general economic crimes
like tax evasion, money laundering, and corruption, which are frequently carried out by
established criminal syndicates. The study also assesses how well India's current legislative
and enforcement frameworks work to prevent marine smuggling and the related economic

crimes.

KEYWORDS: Transnational organized crime — drug trafficking — national security — tax

evasion — international cooperation — legal mechanism.
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INTRODUCTION:

India, with its vast coastline stretching over 7,500 kilometres and its strategic location along

vital maritime trade routes, is both an economic hub and a target for illicit activities. While the
sea has facilitated legitimate trade and economic growth, it has also become a conduit for illegal
activities, including maritime smuggling. This underground economy undermines India's
economic health, national security and global reputation. Maritime smuggling operations
include trade in narcotics, counterfeit goods, people, precious metals and wildlife and are often
organized by complex transnational criminal networks. Maritime smuggling does not exist in
isolation. It is intertwined with broader economic crimes such as tax evasion, money laundering
and corruption. These illegal activities exploit systemic weaknesses in enforcement
mechanisms, border controls and regulatory frameworks, exposing economic vulnerabilities.
The interplay between maritime smuggling and economic crime creates a perpetual cycle,
eroding government revenues, destabilizing industries and fostering an informal economy that
thrives on illicit trade. This article examines the role of maritime smuggling in identifying
structural and operational gaps in India's economic system. It also assesses how these illegal
activities inadvertently expose wider economic crime networks. By examining smuggling
cases, enforcement actions and their outcomes, the study seeks to highlight the dual impact of
maritime smuggling: a threat to economic stability and a tool for uncovering hidden criminal
activities. Facing these challenges, India needs to adopt a comprehensive approach to combat
maritime smuggling, integrating advanced technology, international collaboration and
stringent policy reforms. The findings of this study will provide valuable inputs to
policymakers, law enforcement agencies and stakeholders in developing effective strategies to

mitigate the twin threats of smuggling and economic crime.?

MARITIME SMUGGLING:

The World Customs Organization defines smuggling as a customs violation involving the

clandestine movement of goods across borders to evade customs control. Similarly, the Indian
Customs Act of 1962 describes smuggling as any action or omission that renders goods liable
for confiscation under Section 111 or Section 113. Smuggling is broadly categorized into two
types: outright smuggling and technical smuggling. Outright smuggling refers to the covert

movement of goods across borders to bypass customs duties or import/export restrictions, while

! The Smugglers and Foreign Exchange Manipulators (SAFEMA) Act, 1976, Provisions applicable to economic
crimes revealed through smuggling activities.
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technical smuggling, which involves commercial fraud, uses legal trade channels but employs
tactics like undervaluation or mis-declaration to evade taxes. In the maritime context, outright
smuggling can occur anywhere along the Indian coastline, including non-designated ports,
whereas technical smuggling is restricted to notified Indian customs ports. Another
classification is based on the type of goods smuggled, such as drugs, natural resources, or

domestic products, though this categorization lacks standardization.

Smuggling has significant economic repercussions, reducing government revenue and
employment opportunities. While profit-making is its primary motive, smuggling can also have
severe national security consequences, as illustrated by the 1993 Mumbai blasts. Beyond its
economic and security impacts, smuggling adversely affects societal well-being and
employment. It exploits weaknesses in border management and customs enforcement,
highlighting the need to address it through coastal security, border control, and customs
oversight. With the expansion of the maritime security framework in the 1990s, smuggling has
been recognized as a non-traditional maritime security threat. India’s Maritime Security
Strategy (2015) identifies smuggling and trafficking as significant threats, noting their
persistent demand on maritime security agencies. It also foresees the risk of smuggling nuclear
materials and dual-use strategic items, which could have serious national and international

security implications.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:

In independent India, smuggling was the primary non-traditional maritime security threat

before the emergence of terrorism. To combat this, the Central Revenue Intelligence Bureau
was established in 1957 to collect and analyze intelligence on smuggling activities and
investigate significant cases. By the 1960s, maritime smuggling had become widespread,
posing a serious threat to the Indian economy. The 1971 India-Pakistan war further exacerbated
smuggling activities, adversely affecting the economy. Challenges identified at the time
included the vast, unsupervised coastline; extensive fishing activities that complicated vessel
identification; unregistered fishing vessels; intelligence gaps; inadequate resources; and the
evolving nature of smuggling operations. While some of these issues were addressed decades
later following the 2008 Mumbai attacks, measures like electronic surveillance systems (radars
and AIS), centralized fishing vessel registration via ReALCraft, enhanced intelligence
frameworks, and strengthened maritime security agencies were implemented to counter such

threats. The persistent smuggling problem led to the establishment of three maritime security
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organizations: the Customs Marine Organization (CMOQO) in 1974, the Coast Guard in 1977, and
the Coastal Security Group (CSG) under Tamil Nadu Police in 1994. However, the CMO was
merged with the Coast Guard on January 21, 1982. Although the CSG was a precursor to
today’s State Marine Police (SMP), the first marine unit in a coastal state was set up in the

1950s in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

By the 1990s, with economic liberalization and the rise of maritime terrorism, the latter
replaced smuggling as the dominant non-traditional maritime security threat. During this
period, three significant operations were launched to counter the smuggling of weapons and
explosives: Operation TASHA (Tamil Nadu, 1990), Operation SWAN (Maharashtra-Gujarat,
1993), and Operation LEECH (Andaman and Nicobar, 1998). The 26/11 Mumbai attacks
marked a turning point in India’s maritime security framework, leading to comprehensive
reforms focused on preventing terrorist infiltration through sea routes while also addressing

other maritime crimes.

THE NEXUS BETWEEN SMUGGLING AND ECONOMIC CRIME:

Smuggling as a Facet of Economic Crime

Maritime smuggling involves the illegal transportation of goods and people through sea routes
to evade customs duties, taxes, or other regulations. Commonly smuggled items include gold,
drugs, petroleum products, electronics, and agricultural commodities. The economic
implications of these activities are profound, as they:

e Erode government revenues.

e Distort market competition.

e Facilitate money laundering and counterfeit trade.?

HOW SMUGGLING EXPOSES ECONOMIC CRIME:

India's extensive coastline and strategic location along vital maritime trade routes make it

susceptible to maritime smuggling, which has far-reaching implications for economic crime.
This nexus is characterized by the mutual reinforcement of illegal maritime activities and
broader economic offenses, creating a vicious cycle that undermines the country’s economic
stability and security. Smuggling operations often rely on intricate networks that involve

corrupt officials, financial institutions, and global intermediaries. Investigations into these

2 Interpol’s Crime Data, Transnational Economic Crimes: A Focus on the Indian Ocean,2022.
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operations can expose:

1.

Revenue Loss and Tax Evasion

Smuggling bypasses customs duties, taxes, and tariffs, leading to significant revenue
losses for the government.

[licit goods such as gold, cigarettes, and electronics are smuggled into India to avoid
high import duties.

The unreported nature of smuggled goods contributes to a shadow economy, reducing
the tax base and distorting official trade statistics.

Money Laundering and Black Money Circulation

Maritime smuggling often involves large cash transactions that fuel money laundering
operations.

Smuggling networks facilitate the movement of black money, which is further
laundered into the formal economy through shell companies, hawala networks, and
offshore accounts.

The proceeds of smuggling are reinvested into other illegal ventures, perpetuating the
cycle of economic crime.

Organized Crime Syndicates and Corruption

Smuggling networks are often controlled by transnational organized crime groups that
engage in multiple illegal activities, including drug trafficking, human trafficking, and
arms smuggling.

These groups rely on bribery and corruption to bypass law enforcement and regulatory
mechanisms, undermining the integrity of public institutions.

Collusion between smugglers and corrupt officials facilitates the smooth operation of
smuggling activities, weakening enforcement capabilities.

Ilicit Trade and Market Distortion

The smuggling of counterfeit goods, including pharmaceuticals, textiles, and consumer
electronics, harms legitimate businesses and industries.

These goods, often sold at lower prices, distort market competition and lead to job
losses in the formal economy.

The influx of illegal goods reduces consumer trust and damages brand reputations,
affecting the overall business environment.

Terror Financing and National Security Threats

Maritime smuggling is often linked to terror financing, with proceeds used to fund

extremist activities.
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Smuggling routes are also exploited for transporting weapons and explosives, posing a
direct threat to national security.
Groups involved in smuggling often overlap with those engaging in terrorist activities,
creating a dangerous nexus that exacerbates security challenges.

6. Human Trafficking and Exploitation
Smuggling networks facilitate the trafficking of vulnerable individuals, including
migrants seeking better economic opportunities.
These victims often become part of illegal labor markets, contributing to unregulated
employment and exploitation.
Human trafficking exacerbates economic inequality and places additional strain on
social welfare systems.

7. Environmental Crimes and Resource Exploitation
Smuggling networks are involved in the illegal trade of marine wildlife, coral, and rare
aquatic species, damaging marine ecosystem.
These activities undermine industries like fishing and tourism, which are vital to coastal
economies.
The illegal extraction and smuggling of natural resources, such as sand and minerals,
lead to environmental degradation and economic losses.

8. Emerging Threats: Digital and Technological Facilitation
Smugglers increasingly use sophisticated technology, including GPS, encrypted
communication, and drones, to evade detection. Digital payment systems and
cryptocurrencies are exploited for financial transactions, making it harder to trace illicit

flows.2

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE INDIAN ECONOMY:

The dynamics of marine smuggling impact India in several critical ways:

Marine smuggling, which involves the illegal transportation of goods, humans, or contraband
through maritime routes, significantly affects the Indian economy in various ways. Here are
the key effects:
1. Undermining Foreign Trade Policies
Marine smuggling disrupts legitimate foreign trade practices. lllegally imported goods

bypass established trade routes and undermine international trade agreements. This

3 Indian Penal Code, 1860, Sec. 135, Provisions for dealing with economic crimes revealed through smuggling
activities.

Page | 10


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume Il Issue7| Dec 2024 ISSN:2582-6433

damages India’s reputation in global trade, leading to strained relationships with trading
partners and potential sanctions.

2. Increased Fiscal Deficits
The loss of revenue from smuggling exacerbates fiscal deficits, forcing the government
to rely on borrowing or cutting down on essential public welfare programs. The
cascading effect of this is slower economic growth and higher debt servicing costs for
the country.

3. Inflationary Pressures
Smuggled goods often affect domestic supply chains by either flooding the market with
untaxed commodities or creating artificial shortages of legal goods. For instance, illegal
import of commodities like petroleum can distort pricing, leading to inflationary
pressures in the economy and adversely affecting consumer spending.

4. Capital Flight
Marine smuggling often involves the illegal outflow of capital, such as when profits
from these activities are sent abroad to fund offshore operations or investments. This
reduces the availability of domestic capital for productive economic activities like
infrastructure development and industrial expansion.

5. Erosion of Investor Confidence
The prevalence of marine smuggling and its associated illegal activities create an
unstable economic environment, deterring both domestic and foreign investors.
Unchecked smuggling signals weak enforcement of laws and corruption, making India
less attractive as a destination for investment.*

6. Decline in Tourism Revenue
Coastal areas affected by smuggling often see a decline in tourism due to security
concerns and environmental degradation caused by illegal operations. For example, oil
spills or smuggled hazardous materials can damage beaches and marine ecosystems,
reducing their appeal to tourists and affecting livelihoods in the tourism sector.

7. Burden on Judicial and Law Enforcement Systems
The increased involvement of law enforcement and judicial systems to combat
smuggling diverts resources from other economic priorities. Prolonged legal battles and
investigations drain financial resources that could otherwise be allocated to

developmental projects.

4 Kumar, A., & Rao, P., “Economic Crimes and the Role of Illegal Maritime Trade” (2022) 7 (3) Indian Journal
of Economic Affairs, PP. 33-45.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Parallel Economy Growth

Marine smuggling strengthens the parallel economy, where unaccounted money
circulates outside the formal economic framework. This undermines monetary policy,
reduces the effectiveness of tax collection, and hampers government efforts to
formalize the economy.

Undermining Financial Institutions

Proceeds from marine smuggling often find their way into money laundering schemes,
damaging the integrity of financial institutions. This weakens the banking system and
hinders the government's efforts to foster financial inclusion and a robust formal
economy.

Disruption in Employment Patterns

Smuggling affects sectors dependent on legal trade, such as logistics, shipping, and
customs. When legitimate trade routes are bypassed, these industries lose revenue and
jobs, leading to underemployment and increased economic insecurity for workers.
Loss of Government Revenue

Marine smuggling deprives the government of substantial revenue by evading customs
duties and taxes. Goods such as gold, electronic gadgets, and petroleum products are
often smuggled into India through maritime routes. This loss in tax revenue reduces the
funds available for infrastructure, healthcare, and education, directly impacting the
country's developmental goals.®

Distortion of Market Dynamics

The availability of smuggled goods in the market at lower prices disrupts fair
competition. Local industries, particularly small and medium enterprises, are adversely
affected as they cannot compete with the untaxed goods flooding the market. This
undermines the "Make in India" initiative, discouraging investment in domestic
manufacturing and causing job losses.

Increase in Black Market Activities

Marine smuggling fosters the growth of black market activities. The circulation of
smuggled goods often happens outside formal economic channels, leading to
unaccounted cash transactions. This contributes to the proliferation of black money,
weakening the formal economy and creating an uneven playing field for legitimate

businesses.

5> Reserve Bank of India, Report on Black Money and Its Impact on the Indian Economy (2023), P. 54.
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Social and Security Concerns

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Financing Organized Crime

Smuggling operations are frequently linked to organized crime networks that use the
proceeds to fund other illegal activities such as human trafficking, drug trade, and arms
smuggling. These activities threaten public safety and exacerbate social instability,
further eroding economic progress.

National Security Risks

The porous nature of India’s maritime borders makes it vulnerable to smuggling
operations that can also involve contraband with national security implications, such as
arms and explosives. Such activities may lead to the rise of insurgencies or acts of
terrorism, which divert government resources from developmental priorities to defense
and internal security.®

Environmental Impact

Marine smuggling often involves the illegal transportation of environmentally
hazardous goods like petroleum or toxic chemicals. Accidental spills or improper
handling of these substances can severely damage marine ecosystems. This, in turn,
affects coastal livelihoods, especially fishing and tourism, adding another layer of
economic cost to the country.

Burden on Coastal Security

Combating marine smuggling requires significant investments in coastal security
infrastructure, including surveillance technology, patrol vessels, and manpower. While
necessary, this expenditure diverts resources from other critical areas of economic
development, adding to the overall financial burden on the state. Loss of Government
Revenue

Marine smuggling deprives the government of substantial revenue by evading customs
duties and taxes. Goods such as gold, electronic gadgets, and petroleum products are
often smuggled into India through maritime routes. This loss in tax revenue reduces the
funds available for infrastructure, healthcare, and education, directly impacting the
country's developmental goals.

Distortion of Market Dynamics

The availability of smuggled goods in the market at lower prices disrupts fair

6 Customs Act, 1962, Sections 111-135, (Discusses penalties for illegal trade and smuggling activities).
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competition. Local industries, particularly small and medium enterprises, are adversely
affected as they cannot compete with the untaxed goods flooding the market. This
undermines the "Make in India" initiative, discouraging investment in domestic

manufacturing and causing job losses.

CASE ANALYSIS:

1. Gold Smuggling in Kerala
The infamous Kerala gold smuggling case, where contraband gold was transported via
diplomatic channels, exposed corruption within customs and significant tax evasion.
The investigation led to the discovery of money laundering networks linked to illegal
gold trade.

2. Drug Smuggling in Gujarat
Large-scale drug seizures in Gujarat’s ports have uncovered international drug cartels
operating with local support. These operations revealed the role of shell companies in
disguising illicit trade and laundering money.

3. Petroleum Smuggling Along the West Coast
The smuggling of petroleum products has highlighted gaps in India’s subsidy
management system. Investigations revealed collusion between smugglers and local

businesses to siphon subsidized fuel for profit, causing significant economic losses.’

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORKS ADDRESSING SMUGGLING IN INDIA:

A mix of laws, rules, and enforcement tools make up India's legal framework against

smuggling, which aims to stop the illegal traffic in products. The main legal frameworks and
requirements are listed below:
1. The 1962 Customs Act:
The main piece of law governing the import and export of products and outlawing
smuggling is the Customs Act. Sections That Are Relevant:
e Smuggling is defined as any act involving the unlawful importation or exportation
of goods in Section 2(39).
e Section 11: Gives the Central Government the authority to forbid the import or
export of specific commodities.

e Section 135: Outlines the punishments and jail time for smuggling offenses.

" International Maritime Organization (IMOQ), Combating Illicit Maritime Activities (2021), p. 42.
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2. Actof 1992 on Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) oversees:
India’s international trade policy and sanctions illegal imports and exports.
Enforcement: Assists in making sure that business activities adhere to rules in order to
stop smuggling.

3. The 1985 Act on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Focuses on the smuggling of psychotropic and narcotic medications in particular.
Provisions: harsh punishments for drug trafficking and smuggling, such as jail time and
fines.

4. COFEPOSA,
The 1974 Act to Conserve Foreign Exchange and Prevent Smuggling Activities passed
in order to stop and discourage smuggling. One important feature is that it permits the
preventive arrest of people who are thought to be engaged in smuggling.®

5. The Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
Criminalizes money laundering in order to combat the proceeds of smuggling. makes
certain that the illegal gains made from smuggling are located and seized.

6. BNS Act (2024)
This Act includes provisions for addressing offenses related to smuggling under general
criminal laws.
Relevant Sections:
Section 411: Punishment for dishonestly receiving smuggled property.
Section 420: Penalty for cheating and dishonestly inducing the delivery of smuggled
goods.

7. The 1972 Wildlife Protection Act
This Act prohibits the illegal commerce in wildlife and the smuggling of wildlife items
and endangered animals.

8. The 1959 Arms Act
This act makes it illegal to smuggle weapons and ammunition into or out of India.

9. The 1975 Customs Tariff Act
Helps law enforcement combat under-invoicing and misdeclaration in smuggling

situations by providing products classification and assessment.®

8 Shipping Corporation of India, Report on Maritime Trade Vulnerabilities (2023), p. 18.
9 International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Global Impacts of Smuggling on Trade Economics (2022), p. 45.
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ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES FOR SMUGGLING IN INDIA

Several agencies in India are tasked with preventing, detecting, and prosecuting smuggling

activities. These agencies operate under various ministries and collaborate to safeguard the
country’s economic and security interests.
e Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
The apex agency for combating smuggling under the Ministry of Finance.
Key Responsibilities:
e Detecting and curbing smuggling of goods such as gold, narcotics, counterfeit
currency, and wildlife products.
e Intelligence sharing and coordination with other enforcement bodies.
e Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
Oversees the implementation of the Customs Act, 1962.
Key Responsibilities:
e Monitoring import and export activities at ports, airports, and land borders.
e Seizing illegal goods and prosecuting offenders.
e Border Security Force (BSF)
Operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Key Responsibilities:
e Securing India’s land borders and preventing cross-border smuggling.
e Patrolling sensitive areas like the India-Pakistan and India-Bangladesh borders.
e Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
Operates under the Ministry of Defence.
Key Responsibilities:
e Patrolling India’s maritime borders to prevent smuggling via sea routes.
e Intercepting illegal shipments of drugs, weapons, and contraband.
e Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
Operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Key Responsibilities:
e Coordinating enforcement actions against drug smuggling under the NDPS
Act, 1985.
e Conducting operations to dismantle drug trafficking networks.
e Enforcement Directorate (ED)

Operates under the Ministry of Finance.
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Key Responsibilities:
e Investigating money laundering cases related to proceeds from smuggling.
e Acting under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.
e Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
Operates under the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions.
Key Responsibilities:
e Investigating complex and high-profile smuggling cases.
e Handling transnational smuggling with international law enforcement agencies.
e Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB)
Operates under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
Key Responsibilities:
e Preventing smuggling of endangered species and wildlife products.
e Enforcing the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
e State Police Forces
Operate under respective state governments.
Key Responsibilities:
e Acting on intelligence and complaints regarding smuggling within state
jurisdictions.
e Supporting central agencies during operations.
e Airport and Seaport Authorities
Key Responsibilities:
e Screening passengers and cargo to identify and intercept smuggled goods.
e Collaborating with customs and intelligence agencies.
e International Cooperation:
e Agencies like the DRI and CBIC work with global organizations, including the World
Customs Organization (WCO) and Interpol, to combat transnational smuggling.
e These agencies collectively form a robust framework for addressing the complex issue
of smuggling in India.
Together, these laws serve to prevent smuggling, bring criminals to justice, and safeguard

India's security and economic interests.°

10 International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Global Impact of Smuggling on Trade Economics (2022), p. 45.

Page | 17


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume Il Issue7| Dec 2024 ISSN:2582-6433

ENFORCEMENT AND CHALLENGES
EXISTING MECHANISMS

India’s enforcement agencies, such as the Indian Coast Guard, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), and customs authorities, play a pivotal role in combating smuggling.
Technological interventions, like satellite surveillance and automated tracking systems, have

enhanced detection capabilities.

CHALLENGES
Corruption: Smugglers often exploit corrupt officials to bypass security checks.

Technological Gaps: Limited technological integration across agencies hinders coordinated
action.
Judicial Delays: Prosecution of economic crimes linked to smuggling remains slow, reducing

deterrence.

HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK (UNCLOS):
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) was primarily designed for

equitable jurisdictional resolutions.

Initially, international focus was limited to crimes like piracy, slave trafficking, and illegal
broadcasting.

Contemporary issues, including maritime terrorism, migrant trafficking, and drug smuggling,

now extend beyond the scope of traditional UNCLOS provisions.!!

MODERN CHALLENGES:

The proliferation of transnational crime groups that operate across jurisdictions complicates

law enforcement efforts.
Crimes often overlap (e.g., drug trafficking may involve human smuggling or environmental

violations), demanding multifaceted strategies.

INTERNATIONAL RESPONSES:
Partnerships like the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) and the CARICOM Maritime

11 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), India, Annual Report on Economic Offenses Related to Smuggling
(2022), p. 32.
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Security Arrangement demonstrate the need for coordinated, multilateral action.
Key conventions, including the 1961 Convention on Narcotic Drugs and the 1988 Convention
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs, aim to address specific aspects of marine crimes.

HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS:

Migration crises often exacerbate the issue, with individuals becoming victims of trafficking

and smuggling, leading to loss of lives and further complicating enforcement efforts.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIA:

1. Enhanced Surveillance and Enforcement:

Invest in coastal radar systems, drones, and satellite technology to monitor maritime
activities.
Strengthen the operational capacity of the Indian Coast Guard and Navy for
interdiction.

2. Legal and Policy Reforms:
Update domestic laws to align with international conventions and address new forms
of transnational crimes.
Encourage swift prosecution and harsher penalties for smugglers.

3. Regional and International Collaboration:
Strengthen partnerships under frameworks like the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) and collaborate with neighboring countries.
Engage in intelligence sharing to dismantle smuggling networks.

4. Economic and Social Development:
Promote alternative livelihoods in coastal regions to reduce dependence on illegal
activities.
Invest in public awareness campaigns about the dangers of smuggling.?

5. Technology Integration:
Utilize Artificial Intelligence (Al) and big data analytics to predict and prevent maritime
crimes.
Encourage research on maritime security to innovate better solutions.
By addressing marine smuggling comprehensively, India can safeguard its economy,

strengthen national security, and protect human right

12 The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, Sections 23 — 25.
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6. Interagency Collaboration: Foster better coordination between maritime enforcement
and financial intelligence units.
7. Public Awareness: Educate coastal communities about the economic and security

implications of smuggling to deter local participation.®

CONCLUSION:

Maritime smuggling in India not only undermines economic stability but also serves as a

critical indicator of systemic economic crimes. Investigating these illicit activities provides
valuable insights into underlying financial malpractices, highlighting the urgent need for robust
enforcement and preventive measures. By addressing the root causes and enhancing detection
capabilities, India can mitigate the dual threats of smuggling and economic crime while

safeguarding its economic interests.
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